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Jacques Maritain (1882-1973) was widely known for developing 

a political philosophy of Thomistic Personalism.  I shall explore 

how he balances the common good and human rights in the 

context of his acknowledgement of pluralism and defence of 

democracy. Concerns arising from the controversy with the anti-

personalist Charles De Koninck and that Maritain’s theory of 

human rights is simply a reproachment with liberalism will also 

be addressed. 


